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C/ ( 1 . An adapter for connecting an infrared data port to a radio frequencjy'ciata system, 
comprising: 

an infrared transceiver for sending and receiving information to and from the 
infrared data port; 

5 a radio frequency transceiver for sending and reiving information to and from 

the radio frequency data system; and 

a processor in communication with the iftffrared transceiver and the radio 
frequency transceiver for converting information received from the infrared transceiver to a radio 
frequency format for transfer to the radio frequericy data system and for converting information 
10 received from the radio frequency transceiver to an infrared format for transfer to the infrared 
data port. 



15 



fy' 



2. The adapter of claim/1, further comprising a buffer for temporary information 



storage. 



3. The adapter pf claim 1, further comprising a power supply in communication with 
the processor. 



i0" 



4. The^dapter of claim 1, wherein the infrared transceiver includes a driver circuit 
20 for sending information to the infrared data port. 



25 



5. /The adapter of claim 1, wherein the infrared transceiver includes a receiving 
circuit for r^eiving information from the infrared data port. 

The adapter of claim 1, further comprising a housing. 

3^7 A system for wirelessly\onnecting a computing device to a network, comprising: 
a computing device; 

an infrared data port connecteikjo the computing device, the infrared port 
30 configured to send and receive information; 
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f a radio frequency data system in communication with the netwprirand configured 

to send and receive information; and 

an adapter configured to transfer information bety/6en the infrared data port and 
the radio frequency data system, the adapter including: 

an infrared transceiver for sending and pe6eiving information to and from the 
infrared data port; 

a radio frequency transceiver founding and receiving information to and from 
the radio frequency data system; and 

a microprocessor in commufrication with the infrared transceiver and the radio 
frequency transceiver for converting information received from the infrared transceiver to a radio 
frequency format for transfer to the r^dio frequency data system and for converting information 
received from the radio frequencyytransceiver to an infrared format for transfer to the infrared 
data port. 

8. The system ot claim 7, wherein the computing device is a portable computer. 

9. The systep of claim 7, wherein the adapter physically connects to the computing 

device. 

10. The system of claim 7, wherein the adapter is a stand-alone unit that 
communicates witn the computing device over an infrared communication link. 

1 1 . The system of claim 7, wherein the adapter further comprises a buffer providing 
temporary information storage. 

12. / The system of claim 7, wherein the adapter further comprises a power supply in 
communication with the microprocessor. 



13/ The system of claim 7, wherein the infrared transceiver includes a driver circuit 
for sending information to the infrared data port. 
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14. The system of claim 7, wherein the infrared transceiver includes ^receiving 
circuit for receiving information from the infrared data port. 
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65 An adapter for connecting a plurality of computing d^yfces having infrared data 

ports to a radio frequency data system, comprising: 

a plurality of infrared transceivers for sending' and receiving information to and 
from the infrared data ports; 

a radio frequency transceiver for sen^ftg and receiving information to and from 
70 the radio frequency data system; and 

processing means in communication with the plurality of infrared transceivers 
and the radio frequency transceiver for converting information received from the plurality of 
infrared transceivers to a radio frequency format for transfer to the radio frequency data system 
and for converting information received from the radio frequency transceiver to an infrared 
75 format for transfer to at least one m the infrared data ports. 



A method fm/wirelessly connecting a computing device to a network, comprising: 
receiving Information over an infrared communication link from a remote 
computing device; 

convening the information from an infrared format to a radio frequency format; 



and 




communicating the information to the network over a radio frequency link. 

/ 

XjS A method for wirelessly connecting a computing device to a network, comprising: 
receiving information over a radio frequency communication link from a local 



ea network; 



and 



converting the information from a fladio frequency format to an infrared signal; 



communicating the information to the computing device over an infrared 



90 communicatjoia link. 
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